
Book 

�things to do in KZN� or went 

to Wikipedia. 

In short, it would make a 

pretty coffee table book but 

isn�t a necessity unless you 

know absolutely nothing 
about KwaZulu-Natal. - 
Kamleshan Pillay 

Not a Faiiytale 

by Shaida Kazie Au (Random 

House/Struik, Ri 70) 

SHAIDA Kazie All�s debut 
novel is simply brilliant. 

Set in the Indian Muslim 
community of Cape Town, it 

is a tale of two sisters � 

Zuhra, the younge �darker�, 
wilder one and Salena, the 
beautiful, light-skinned, 

obedient daughter that every 

parent dreams of. 
The book starts with 

Zuhra�s story and then goes 

on to Salena�s. 

As we follow Zuhra and 
Salena from behind the 

counter of their father�s shop 

to their marriages and 
bearing their own children, 
we are shown how family life 

is shaped and understood in 
vastly different ways by the 

sisters. 

The novel offers a 

wonderful play on fairytales 
as it weaves tales from the 

An Intimate War 

by DonvØ Lee (Jacana, Ri 48) 

BEFORE reading this book I 

didn�t think it was possible to 

feel � in colour � and touch, in 

sound. 

Lee�s tale of asphyxiating, 

cloying love and the dilemmas 
surrounding a doomed 
relationship is told with flair 

and romance, and is spilt 

beautifully across the pages as 

only an artist can. 

The main character, 
modelled on Lee, becomes 
so addicted to her lover that 

everything she loved 

before him, including her 

children and independence, 
becomes a dull shadow in her 

life. 

She describes the men in 

her life as either wanting her 

too much or wanting her too 
little, but the man who 

sisters� childhood into classic 

tales like Red Hiding Hood 
and Cinderella. 

The resulting rewritten 

fairytales are hilarious at 

times and heartbreaking at 

becomes her husband is 

something of an enigma and, 

in trying to figure him out, 

she loses herself completely 

It takes you on a journey 

through each leisure trail, 
explaining what makes it 

unique, as well as the sights 

along the way. 

What is really useful to 

intrepid travellers are the 

estimated prices of trails like 

these, which makes it easier 

for people to decide whether 

Slack packing 

A guide to South 

Africa top leisure 

trails. 

by Fiona Mcintosh 

edited by David 

Bristow 

(Sunbird, R195) 

YOU could simply 

get lost in this well 

written book which 

is a true tribute to 

the author 
1+ taboo x,nii nn n id 

Shelf 

others. They offer relief to a 
childhood marked by a 

strict upbringing in an 
unforgiving household where 
the son is the obvious 

favourite. 

And there is the classic 
theme that everything works 
out in the end � the fair 

maiden is swept off her feet 

and lives happily ever after 

with her prince, while the evil 

witches, wolves and baddies 

are destroyed. 

But, as the title says, this is 

NOT a fairytale and real life is 

not all happy endings. 
The evil forest, evil stepmothers 

and despotic kings do 

exist and they do bring their 

share of danger and dark 

secrets. 

Mi is a deeply intuitive 

writer with a marvelously 
witty touch. 

I eagerly await her next 

masterpiece. � Meneesha 
Govender 

The paesion while 

beautiful and sexually 

liberating, also veers towards 

the daagerous and dark � 
when he eventually leaves her, 

she is shattered but is still 

prepared to share him with 

other women. 
The tide is ironic because 

it ailudes to the lack of 

intimacy between couples as 
they try dividing up their 

shared lives after deciding to 

part ways. 

The book, like the 

relationship, is tempestuous 
and intense and is completely 

�un-put-down-able� (much 
like the relationship itself). 

It is a story that everyone 

who has ever failen in love 

thick, hard and fast can relate 

to � it is easily the best book 

I�ve read in the past year. � 

Kamciila Pillay 

trails, the possible duration of 

the trip, and, most 

importantly, how difficult a 

trail is. 

I would recommend this 

book if you have an 

adventurous personality or 
want to try something new (it 

would be great for beginners). 

It could even make a great 

gift. - Kamleshm Pfflay 

they can afford some 

time away. 

I would 

recommend this 

book to friends or 

family who just want 
to get away and do 

things as a group, or 

to those looking for 

something different 
on holiday. The book 

has details on what 

you need on the 

The Last Kestrel 

by Jill McGivering 

(Blue Door, Ri 50) 

ELLEN Thomas is a 

journalist who returns to 

Afghanistan to uncover the 
truth behind the death of her 

former translator. 

Hasina is determined to 
keep her family together. Her 

only son has joined the 

underground fighters. She 
will give her life to keep him 

safe and uphold the family 

honour 
Thrown together by the 

circumstances of waz they 

soon fhid themselves unlikely 

allies � both determined to 
achieve their goals and 

prepared to help each other in 

ensuring this. 

As they soldier on in their 

quests, painful truths are 

uncovered, innocent lives are 

lcst and both women find 
themselves caught up in the 

horrors of a brutal war 

Both come to the 

realisation that there are no 

winners in waz no one is 

innocent and life is cheap. 

In their quest for survival 

and truth they are both forced 

to pay a hefty price. The Last 

Kestrel is compared by some to 

The Kite Runner and The 
Reluctant Fundamentalist. 

While I found the story 

honest, engaging and heartbreaking 

at the same time, I 

would not go that far. 

However it certainly is a 

human depiction of the war 

in Afghanistan and weil worth 
reading. � Meneesha 
Govender 

Pmfessór$tewart Hoard of 
Mathematical Treasures 

by Ian Stewart (Profile Books, 

�R21 

I K1 vhat you�re 
thiifkijng what would 
posSe to buy a 

book with the word 
�mat! ematical� in the title? 

But don�t let its title fool 

yrni. 

Thl book left me 
spee 

Itfs true piece of 
art s will leave even 

the jm� sceptical of 

maths-4i thinking: 
�H.i �didn�t think of it 

that k 
�f]�l comprises puzzl and the 

inyst of maths and 
nuin1 

n h there are 

jhc and questions that 
you � expect to fmd in 

;a ntath Olympiad 
but eInevertheless 
intri 

A d of warning, 
thou jokes related to 

ia!th s leave the room 
quiet parties so 

don�t use them. 
I recommend this 

book strongly because it�s 

very interesting and makes 
you think - but not the 

book you could read to 

relax on a Sunday 
afternoon. 

For people who like to 

ask the question, 

�Why?�, this is the book 
for you. 

You might just learn 
something new. � 

Kanileshan Pilay 

KwaZulu-Natai Adventures in 

Culture and Nature 

by Sue Derwent and Roger de 

Ia Harpe 

(Random House/Struik, R220) 

I�M NOT really sure about 

this book: I would describe it 

as the kind of book that would 

be nice to look at in the store 

but, for what it gives you, it 

isn�t really worth spending 

any money on. 

The book takes you on a 

journey through the province 

looking at the culture, the 

sights, food and people. 

It is brffliantly put 

together with stunning 

photography. I really cannot 

emphasise how good the 

photography is. 
You could, howevei find all 

the details if you googled 
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Tooth and Claw 

by Nigel MeCrery (Quercus, 

R199) 

DETECTIVE Chief Inspector 

Mark LapslieÒs life is ruled b3 

a rare neurological condition 

known as synaesthesia. 

The condition manifests 

in many ways, from 

experiencing words as 

colours, linking people to 

specific tastes (a problem if 

your loved one reeks), to the 

severe end of the scale, 

where noises can trigger a 

paroxysm of vomiting. 

LapslieÒs synaesthesia ha 

been getting progressively 

worse, to the point where his 

wife, at her witsÒ end, has 

moved out, taking the 

children with hei 

At work, the Essex Police 

ConstabularM there has been 

very little sympathy from his 

chief. In fact he seems to 

deliberately assign Lapslie 

cases which will exacerbate 

his condition. Despite doing 

his best, Lapslie, as he sees it, 

is on the slide to constructive 

dismissal. 

Enter a serial killer so 

sadistic, it is hard to read of 

the tortures inflicted on his 

victims. One of them is a TV 

news reader. Shades of the 

real Jill Dando case, which is 

mentioned in passing. 

So far everything has gone 

the way of this evil and very 

slippery customer but he has 

reckoned without a DCI with 

synaesthesia and the fact that 

he also has an unusual 
medical condition. 

Silent Witness fan? The 

authoi an ex-police officei is 

the creator of the TV series. 

Terrifying and 

fascinating. Ù Sally Scott 
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